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website: www.woodsedge.net 

 
About 

More than thirty years ago, I bought my first camera with the intention of illuminating a personal writing project 
that combined overheard conversations with personal observations on American culture.  It was my day job as a 
writer with a human and civil rights organization, however, that jump-started my life in photography.  Within six 
months I was photographing everything from cultural fairs to Senate hearings, and that work was being published 
in newspapers and magazines. A year later, I left my writing job behind to pursue photography full time. Over the 
years, I’ve worked as a photojournalist, theater photographer, and educator; but my passion for more than 20 
years has been producing fine art gum bichromate photographic prints. 
 
I discovered the world of alternative printing processes in the late 1980s by chance while doing research for 
Manbites Dog theater and looking at story-telling methods used by photographers over the years.  I have 
continued to explore various other processes, but the printing method that continues to captivate my attention, 
time, and imagination is the gum bichromate process. 
  

Artist Statement 
By nature I'm inclined to alchemy, whether mixing pigments with sensitizer in the photo lab and exposing prints to 
the sun, making plant tinctures, or preparing ghee in the kitchen. Mixing, stirring and altering matter. Creating 
something from something else. I don't think there's a higher purpose in life than to create. 
      
The gum bichromate printing process offers a kind of value-added layer to the photograph. Expressive and 
alternative printmaking like gum printing takes as its starting point the original moment captured in time. But then, 
layer by layer, something new and decidedly different is born from the original camera image. To be sure, it bears 
the mark of that first photographic moment, but it also bears something more that cannot be explained solely by 
the multiple layers of pigment applied.  When it all works just right, the original photograph, the original moment 
in time, becomes layered not only in pigments but also in a new kind of time. One that seems to me to carry an 
archetypal quality, like something from an old memory or a dream one can’t quite remember. 
 
Recent Exhibits 
“Natural Alliances,” FRANK Gallery, Chapel Hill, NC, August 2015 
Acme Food and Beverage Company, Carrboro, NC, ongoing 
The Barn at Valhalla, Chapel Hill, NC, May 2015 
Orange County Studio Tour, artists’ homes and studios in Orange County, NC, November 2015 
Manbites Dog Theater, Durham, NC, ongoing 

 


