
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Tyroler 
website: btyroler.com 

 
About 

As an educator, I teach an independent Master’s-level photography class and occasionally offer workshops with 
Duke’s Center for Documentary Studies and Duke’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. I have previously served on 
the UNC Journalism faculty and the University of Maryland art faculty where I taught Lens-Based Critical Theory 
and Studio Lab in Digital and Traditional Photography.  
 
With advanced academic degrees in both fine art and special education, I am able to collaborate and engage in 
humanitarian work that is central to my art practice. 

 
Artist Statement 

As an artist and educator, I often use my photography in assignments that address social and cultural issues.  
 
My latest project from the water series work, Rockin’ the Spectrum, is a fusion of documentary and semi-
abstracted imagery. Working with the intensity of color, reflected light, and water, I can express the intense 
struggles and joy experienced by children with Autism Spectrum Disorder as they learn to swim and to trust those 
who guide them through their underwater journeys. An award-winning public arts commission, this work is on 
permanent display at the Homestead Aquatic Center lobby in Chapel Hill.  
 
A second body of work transforms traditional photographic portraiture into a multi-layered creative portrayal; 
interweaving objects, landscapes, memories, and stories. The traveling exhibition series, Beijing Impressions, 
Portraits of a Shifting Landscape, incorporates the voices of many artists, educators, university students, and 
families; exploring intimacy, familial attachment, and transitional issues. Within the 10 years since its inception in 
Beijing, the project has attained a broader audience, addressing the multiple cultural contexts of environment, 
urbanization, and migration.  
 
In a Washington Post review, friend and colleague Frank Van Riper describes the environmental composites and 
my water portraiture: "Barbara Tyroler, a photographer and educator of uncommon talent, is pushing the 
boundaries of photographic imagery, creating both multiple-photo prints that give new meaning to collage, while 
also employing a wealth of creative techniques to produce one-of-a-kind water images that are both sensuous and 
ethereal." 
 
 

 


