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Julie Brooks 
Julie Brooks is a native of North Carolina, currently 

residing in Seattle, WA. She attended NC State 

University studying zoology and the life sciences 

before deciding to explore her passion for the arts. 

This moved Brooks to Greenville, NC where she 

graduated in 2002 with a BFA in Metal Design and a 

Minor in Anthropology from East Carolina University. 

After 3 years working as a bench jeweler for Atlanta 

based enamellist Ricky Frank, she attended graduate 

school and received an MFA in Artisanry, 

concentration in Jewelry/Metals, from UMASS 

Dartmouth in 2008. Currently, Brooks teaches at Pratt 

Fine Arts Center and Tacoma Metal Arts Center. She 

has also recently taught at Central Washington 

University, North Seattle College, Santa Fe Community 

College, Pullen Arts Center, Cary Arts Center, NC State 

University Crafts Center, Winthrop University, and UMASS Dartmouth. Brooks works conceptually, 

creating one of a kind sculpture and jewelry in her space at Equinox Studios. She has been published in 

1000 Rings, The Art of Enameling, 500 Wedding Rings, and Humor in Craft. She exhibits nationally and is 

included in the collections of David Freda and Rancho Obi-Wan in Petaluma, CA.  

“The advantage of the emotions is that they lead us astray”-Oscar Wilde   

My work is a conversation between my past, present, and future. Through making, a method emerges to 

guide me during instances of contentment, conflict, or longing for what may never be. Metalsmithing has 

influenced a way to delve into these vulnerabilities and uncertainties. The use of tools and handwork 

slows the immediacy of emotions to reflect on decisions I’ve made and ponder new possibilities. It is a 

facilitator of strength and transformation leading to the creation of vignettes that serve as intimate 

witnesses to my life. They are expressions that embrace beauty of the inherent value of emotions and 

states of awareness 


