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Emily Lees 
Emily grew up in North Carolina, where, as an only child, she often 

entertained herself by drawing with pencil and colored crayons. 

When she was in her teens, a visit to Jugtown planted in her a love 

of clay. After a move to Houston, she studied pottery at a small 

studio and the Glassell School of Art. Taking time off to raise a 

family, she returned to clay in the 90's. Although Emily's first work 

was done on the potter's wheel, she found true expression as a 

handbuilder. Workshops at the Odyssey in Asheville and Penland 

have allowed her to refine her art. Her work is represented in 

several regional galleries and in Columbus, Ohio. A vase was 

featured in the 2012 Strictly Functional national exhibit. Locally, she 

won second place in the VAE 2015 N.E.W. Show and first place in a 

2016 Cary Gallery of Artists juried exhibition. 

My pottery serves as both art and functional craft. The interplay 

between two and three dimensions informs my work. Flat vessels that appear to be rounded when 

viewed from the front or back maintain an illusion of space. The subtle curves of open forms 

simultaneously enclose and reveal their interiors. Circles and ovals often recur, either singly or tumbling 

around a piece. I am inspired by minimalist mid-century design, mountain streams, asymmetrical 19th 

century Japanese woodblock prints, and abstract expressionism. I view my vessels as canvases for 

abstract landscapes that leave the viewer free to interpret. All of my work is hand built from slabs. While 

a vessel is still moist, I apply slip. Later, I layer underglaze and wipe away the excess, repeating the 

process until I am satisfied. I continually challenge myself to find new ways of expressing myself while 

keeping my work grounded in simplicity. 


