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Betsy Vaden 
Betsy Vaden is a ceramic artist and potter living in Chapel Hill, N.C. She is a 

member of the Red Clay Co-op, the Orange County Artists Guild and the 

Clayworks Guild. She uses stoneware and porcelain clays to create both 

functional and sculptural works.  Betsy has an undergraduate degree in design, 

but fell in love with clay and pursued her ceramics training through workshops 

with regionally and nationally recognized artists.  Betsy is honored to have 

participated in invitational and/or juried shows at FRANK Gallery (Chapel Hill), 

Cedar Creek Gallery (Creedmoor), Green Hill Center (Greensboro), and Bank of 

the Arts (New Bern) among others.  Her sculpture of Three French Hens may be seen at the Carolina Inn 

during their 12 Days of Christmas show each December. She also is represented by the Garage Gallery in 

Charlotte and participates in the annual Orange County Open Studio Tour in November. 

“Let me tell you about the birds & the bees & the flowers & the trees…” I work in clay to create both 

functional and sculptural pieces.  I use wheel-throwing, hand-building and sculpting techniques, often 

combining these methods of working to achieve unique effects.  I also use a variety of firing processes, 

including electric kiln, soda kiln, pit-firing and raku firing.  Animals and plants are a recurring subject in 

much of my work, as I am drawn to the myriad organic forms found in nature. I might spotlight a 

particular plant or animal that I find interesting, perhaps because it is endangered or under-appreciated.  

A phrase or juxtaposition of words also can be my inspiration, challenging me to render it in 3-

dimensional form.  In my sculptural work, there is sometimes humor, sometimes mystery, and other 

times a more serious subliminal commentary." 


